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Labor Day has passed.  That
means we transition from 
families with school age 
children to mostly retired 
couples, newlyweds, foreign
visitors and others who aren’t
tied to a school calendar.  These
post Labor Day visitors arrive
in tour buses and motor homes in greater numbers
than our summer visitors. Much of our seasonal
staff begin departing, with most gone by mid-
October.  Tours of Cliff Palace and Balcony House
occur on a less frequent schedule until even those
seasonal employees are gone.  

The days are cooler and the nights longer.  We
begin preparing for the winter and another busy
season in seven short months.  Now is the time we
review and revise our 5 year plan for infrastructure
projects.  One project moving ahead is to make the
Chapin Mesa Museum accessible.  We anticipate

LETTER FROM THE MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK SUPERINTENDENT

On a sunny, bluebird sky day in September, 
eighteen intrepid Mesa Verde Foundation support-
ers and horse enthusiasts rode through Mesa Verde 
National Park’s canyons and hills to the White
Mesa fire tower.  Along the way, riders saw a kiva,
a herd of feral horses, and many beautiful vistas.
After a fabulous gourmet lunch at the fire tower, 
the return ride offered a new perspective of the trail.
In addition to the beautiful horseback ride, guests 
enjoyed a cocktail reception at Skyhorse Saddle-
makers, and tours of four different art galleries 
including Kilgore American Indian Art, Goodnight

Gallery Bomdiggity Gallery, and Toh-Atin Gallery.
These activities offered tour participants a change
of pace, art education and shopping!  

Sign
up for
next
year –
it will
sell
out
fast!

Mesa Verde Horseback Tour A Resounding Success

work will begin this winter on several ramps that
will allow our mobility impaired visitors access to
the entire museum.  The Spruce Tree House stabi-
lization project is moving along, albeit at a more
measured pace.  We’re in the final phases of the
process, with the technical representative finalizing
the design and developing a cost estimate.

It also appears we’ll end the year on a positive note
from a visitation perspective.  Despite a month long
closure in January and several snow closures in
February and March, we’re just 2% behind our 
visitor numbers from last year through August.  

Thanks to all those who came to Mesa Verde this
summer.  For those of you looking for an autumn
weekend getaway, we’re open and would love to
see you here.  Thank you.

Cliff Spencer
Mesa Verde Superintendent
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The Board of Directors is
pleased to announce that
Shannon Clifford was 
appointed Executive 
Director of the Mesa Verde
Foundation this past June.
“We were blessed with a
diverse field of very well-
qualified candidates.

Shannon’s non-profit 
experience, her infectious
enthusiasm and excite-
ment about the Park
made her the clear
choice” said David 
Nagler, Chair of the
Mesa Verde Foundation.
“Her passion shines
through.”

Shannon has been working with non-profits for
over 20 years.  She has worked in both large and
small organizations in the Denver area.  She was
formerly the Executive Director of the Denver
Center for International Studies Foundation.  Prior
to that, Shannon was the Director of Development
for the Hospice of Saint John and was instrumental
in the establishment of the Foundation of Saint
John, eventually becoming the Executive Director.  

Shannon earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology,
from the University of Northern Colorado and a
Master of Science in Nonprofit Administration,
from Louisiana State University. She is passionate

about local, state, and national parks, once 
exploring as far away as the Stone Forest National
Park in the Yunnan Province of China. Of all the
parks Shannon has visited, Shannon says Mesa
Verde National Park is one of her favorites.  She 
especially values the historic treasures of the area. 

Shannon lives in the Denver metro area with her
husband Todd, and has two sons, Ian, age 10 and
Matt, age 13.  Shannon has always loved our wild
and historic lands.  Her kids have helped 
emphasize the importance of preserving our history
and educating future generations. She also believes
strongly in the importance of philanthropic works

and has dedicated her career to
making a difference. Motivated
by her love of Mesa Verde 
National Park and her belief in
philanthropic work, Shannon will
work diligently to guide the 
successful efforts of the Mesa
Verde Foundation. 

When not working, Shannon 
enjoys camping with her husband

and their sons, traveling, reading and volunteering
for multiple organizations. 

SHANNON CLIFFORD 
NAMED NEW EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR of the
MESA VERDE FOUNDATION

“We were blessed with a 
diverse field of very well-
qualified candidates.
Shannon’s non-profit 

experience, her infectious
enthusiasm and excitement
about the Park made her

the clear choice”
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You did it! You came together to support a
Mesa Verde National Park License Plate petition,
and on May 29th, Governor Jared Polis signed HB
19-122, an act that officially created the MVNP 
license plate. 

The beautiful new plate will help the Mesa Verde
Foundation raise funds that will directly benefit
Mesa Verde National Park. The federal government
cannot and does not completely fund our national
parks. Financial assistance is needed to maintain
and improve parks for present and future genera-
tions. The new plate will provide some of the

MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 
LICENSE PLATE
Order yours today!

needed funds and will greatly benefit the Park and
its visitors. 

• Looking for a gift for someone who has 
everything? Mesa Verde National Park license
plates would make a perfect gift. 

• Do you want to let the world know that you 
support the Park, its heritage, and its treasures?
MVNP license plates will shout it out for you. 

• Do you want to own the license plates that your
petition signature helped to make possible? 

MVNP license plates are on sale now!

Ordering your Mesa Verde National Park license plate is easy! 
Simply visit mesaverdefoundation.org and make a one-time $30 license plate donation.
Once the donation is processed, you will be issued a PIN number that you will use when
registering your vehicle with your county motor vehicle office. Please be aware that to
issue the plate, the state will charge an additional (one time) $50 fee to process your order.



While it may seem like a hefty investment, the 
data show that making this initial purchase will 
ultimately reduce costs in the long run. Injuries
among EMS workers are common, and over half of
these injuries are sustained while moving or lifting a
patient. These injuries then result in high costs for
both the employer and the employee, as well as 
potential missed work.

While we do hope that no one gets hurt or needs
EMS attention while visiting Mesa Verde National
Park, we understand that accidents and health 
emergencies do occur. We are proud to be able to
help support the health and safety not only of our
visitors, but also of our rangers going forward!

Source: https://www.ems1.com/ems-products/patient-
handling/articles/3-benefits-of-investing-in-powered-
patient-transport-equipment-dn6Qzf1T4Aq3sfTQ/

4

Even in one of the most incredible places in 
the world, it comes down to safety first! 

The Mesa Verde Foundation recently provided
$18,000 to Mesa Verde National Park to purchase
a powered patient stretcher. This stretcher comes
as a great help to all of the rangers in the Park
who provide EMS services for Park staff and 
visitors. 

Powered patient cots are the standard of care for
ambulance patient transport and are crucial in 
providing a safe and smooth patient experience.
This powered cot reduces manual lifting when 
loading patients in and out of the ambulance and
reduces the potential of injuries to EMS providers.
The powered cot reduces the risk that a patient
will fall or gets jostled. It also increases the 
stability and support for larger patients as they 
are transported into the ambulance.

Mesa Verde 
Foundation

Stretcher
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Four Corners Federal
Lands Internship

The Mesa Verde Foundation is fortunate 
to support Mesa Verde National Park 
in many ways. The mission of the 

Foundation is to support greater understanding,
and appreciation of the park, and to develop 
various resources to assist the park in its mission
of protecting its cultural, natural, aesthetic, and
wilderness values.

One grant that we want to highlight this year is
the grant we provided to the Park to support the
Four Corners Federal Lands Internship. This 
internship concentrated on the field mapping of
park utility systems such as electric, telecommu-
nications, water, wastewater and gas. These are
all complex systems and located in varied and
distinctive environments within the park. 

This was an incredibly unique opportunity to 
see aspects of the park that are not often seen by
the public. The position allowed for both office,
and field work, and additionally, provided the
opportunity to work with other park discipline
specialists to better understand all park opera-
tions. The internship primarily focused on field
data collection. Much of this work took place in
the National Forest where the park receives its
water and then distributes it to park employees
and visitors. Ultimately, this position was 
designed to prepare the intern for a more 
advanced position that uses geospatial data, 
and analysis, to support facilities management
within different land management organizations.

We are grateful for the opportunity to support the
park in providing this one-of-a-kind internship
opportunity and beyond. If you are interested in
helping us fund more projects like this, visit our
website at www.mesaverdefoundation.org to
make a donation. 

MVF Project 
Feature
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On May 9th, 2019, the Mesa Verde Foundation
hosted a fundraising breakfast at History 

Colorado.  An unexpected late spring snowfall did
not deter 50 guests from the attending breakfast and
hearing a lecture by Mesa Verde National Park Mu-
seum Curator, Tara Travis.  Dr. Travis captivated the
group with her presenta-
tion of the “Treasurers of
Mesa Verde.”  Included
in Dr. Travis’ presenta-
tion was information
about the recent gift of
historic southwestern 
artifacts from the John
D. Rockefeller Founda-
tion collection.

Superintendent Cliff
Spencer also gave an 
update of Park needs and
an insider view of Park
activities. The breakfast
raised $17,000!

The Mesa Verde Foundation was also pleased to host
about 60 guests at the Kennebec Café in Durango
on June 20th. This was our second annual Durango
breakfast. Durango has the unique honor of having
Mesa Verde National Park in its backyard. The 
entrance to the park is about 35 miles west of 
Durango. Superintendent Cliff Spencer and Curator

Tara Travis both talked about the treasures of the
Park to a room full of Park enthusiasts. The event
also raised over $17,000! 

One of the highlights was that guests of both the
Denver and Durango breakfasts experienced a 

traditional Puebloan
blessing offered by
Peter Pino, a descen-
dent of the Puebloan
people, and a Kiva
Leader from the Zia
Pueblo. Guests also 
received beautiful
mugs imitating the
black and white pottery
made by the early
Puebloans. Attendees
were inspired to sup-
port the Mesa Verde
Foundation based on
the work done in the

Park and by the promise of inclusion in a drawing to
win a beautiful Pendleton wool blanket. Successful
events help the Mesa Verde Foundation to fulfill our 
mission. We are grateful for your support of these
events. The funds raised will be used to support the
activities and mission of the Mesa Verde Foundation
and will help fund projects and programs that will en-
hance the natural and cultural landscapes of the park.

Over $34,000 Raised at Mesa Verde 
Foundation Breakfast Events

Durango guests enjoying Superintendent Cliff
Spencer giving an insider view of Park activities.

Tuesday, December 10th is Colorado Gives Day, a 24-hour 
period dedicated to supporting hundreds of nonprofits
statewide. Colorado Gives Day is a great time to support 
Mesa Verde Foundation.

Thanks to the $1 Million Incentive Fund from The Community
First Foundation and FirstBank, your donation goes further 
on Colorado Gives Day. 

https://www.coloradogives.org/MesaVerdeFoundation/overview
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New Foundation Chairman
The board of directors of the Mesa
Verde Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce the election of a new chair-
man, David Nagler of Santa Fe, New
Mexico.  Mr. Nagler succeeds Colin
Waldon of Denver, Colorado who,
with his wife Firth, continues to sup-
port the Foundation and its work.

During thirty-five years in finance, Mr. Nagler has
served on a variety of boards, including not-for-profits.
“Mesa Verde is an incomparable cultural and historical
treasure.” David said.  “We owe a great debt to Colin’s
work, and we’ll eagerly look to expand our support of
the Park Service, bridging the gap between federal
funding and the needs of the Park.”

Mesa Verde Foundation is a non-profit, philanthropic
partner to Mesa Verde National Park, one of the 12
original UNESCO World Heritage Sites, and home to
thousands of ancient artifacts and remnants of Ances-
tral Puebloans.  President Theodore Roosevelt estab-
lished Mesa Verde on June 29, 1906, to "preserve the
works of man," the first national park of its kind.

The Foundation’s mission is to promote understanding
and appreciation of Mesa Verde National Park and to
develop financial, and other resources, to assist the
Park in its mission of protecting its cultural, natural,
aesthetic, and wilderness values.  The board looks 
forward to working under David’s leadership, as we
continue to champion this mission.  

Become a Friend of Mesa
Verde Foundation Today!

Friends of Mesa Verde Foundation Levels

All levels receive a MVF decal, discounts on MVF
programs, invitations to MVF events, bi-annual MVF
Newsletters, listing in MVF Annual Report.

Mesa Verde Contributer $100 - $249
Mesa Verde Sustainer $250 - $499
Mesa Verde Partner $500 - $999
Fellow level memberships receive the basic member
benefit plus discounts on MVF Tours, annual Mesa
Verde wall calendar, Mesa Verde: The First 100
Years book (one-time gift), invitations to 
special MVF Fellows tours, exclusive events and 
receptions in Denver, the Four Corners Region,
Phoenix, Santa Fe and the Park.

Spruce Tree Fellow $1,000 - $2,499

Balcony House Fellow    $2,500 - $4,999
Spruce Tree and Balcony House Fellows 
receive Basic member benefits and Fellow level
benefits plus a Mesa Verde National Park Annual
Pass. 

Cliff Palace Fellow $5,000 - $9,999
Cliff Palace Fellows receive basic member benefits
and Fellow level benefits plus an Annual America
the Beautiful pass to all National Parks.

Mesa Verde Society             $10,000 and Up 
Mesa Verde Society members receive Basic 
member and Fellow level benefits plus an 
Annual America the Beautiful pass to all 
National  Parks and complimentary behind-the-
scenes tours/programs at Mesa Verde National Park
and other venues (museums, archaeological sites,
etc.), and special, one-on-one tours/receptions with
the Park Superintendent and other Park personnel or 
archaeologists.

Join Today by using the form on the back page or 
https://www.mesaverdefoundation.org/become-a-friend/

Mesa Verde Foundation 
Board of Directors
David Nagler, Chairman

Mary Willis, Immediate Past Chair
Jerry Burk, Treasurer

Elaine Gunnell, Secretary
Marilyn Alkire • Doug Bacon

Jerry Burk • Jim Dulin • Troy Eid
Mark Epstein • Andrew Gulliford
Ernest House, Jr. • Jana Leslie

Peter Pino • Marion Swett Robinson
Barbara Sutteer • Mary Beth West

Jim Wilkins • Paul Yarka
Executive Director

Shannon Clifford, MSNPA


